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Section 1: 	 Introduction

Carrier Safety Guide is for you, if you:

	 • � have just received your National Safety Code Safety Certificate and are 
setting up a new carrier business

	 • � are an experienced carrier wanting to improve your record keeping and 
safety practices

	 • � want to know what a carrier safety inspector will look for during an audit of 
your safety records

This guide can help you understand your obligations as a carrier. Whether you 
drive your own vehicle, hire drivers, or work with lease operators, you will find 
useful information here.

A carrier manages commercial vehicles
A carrier is anyone who owns, leases, manages or decides how a commercial 
motor vehicle should be used.

A commercial motor vehicle is any motor vehicle used by a business, if that 
vehicle:

	 • � is used to carry people or freight, and
	 • � is one of the following:

	 − � a truck or truck tractor that has a licensed GVW (gross vehicle weight) 
of more than 5,000 kilograms (including the weight of any attached 
trailer)

	 − � a bus (which is any vehicle that carries 10 or more people)

	 − � a vehicle that requires a Passenger Transportation licence (taxi, 
limousine, some buses, etc.)

	 − � a business vehicle as defined by the Motor Vehicle Act

To be a carrier based in British Columbia, you must have a National Safety 
Code Certificate. You need this certificate before you can license a commercial 
vehicle. You also need this certificate to apply for an operating licence from the 
Passenger Transportation Branch.

History and goal of the National Safety Code (NSC)
The National Safety Code (NSC) is a set of safety standards for motor carriers, 
drivers and vehicles operating in Canada. Provinces and territories have the 
authority and responsibility to regulate all carriers who operate within their 
borders.

In 1989, the Canadian Council of Motor Transportation Administrators 
(CCMTA) established the NSC standards. This was done to provide a set of 
standards that all provinces and territories could use. The CCMTA includes 
representatives from the federal and all provincial governments. All provinces 
and territories have adopted the NSC standards and use them to develop their 
own regulations.




