Canadi msascoiisis NEWS RELEASE
‘The Best Place on Earth C O M M U N | Q U E

For Immediate Release Ministry of Community Services
2007CS0114-001627 Ministry of Economic Development
Dec. 17, 2007 Western Economic Diversification Canada

FUNDS TO UPGRADE SEWAGE FACILITY IN PRITCHARD

PRITCHARD - The Thompson-Nicola Regional District will receive more than $156,000 from the
federal and provincial governments towards sewage treatment plant upgrades in the community of
Pritchard. Betty Hinton, MP for Kamloops-Thompson-Cariboo, and Kevin Krueger, MLA for
Kamloops-North Thompson and Minister of State for Mining, announced the funding today through
the Canada-B.C. Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund (CBCMRIF).

“These upgrades to Pritchard’s wastewater treatment centre will improve water quality and
protect the health of area residents,” said Hinton, on behalf of the Honourable Rona Ambrose,
President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and Minister
of Western Economic Diversification. “Through infrastructure investments such as this, the
Government of Canada is working in partnership with the Province of British Columbia to build
healthy, sustainable communities.”

The funding will enable the Thompson-Nicola Regional District to upgrade Pritchard’s sewage
treatment plant, improve wastewater quality and ultimately lift a boil-water advisory from their
drinking water system. This project is conditionally approved pending the successful completion of an
environmental assessment.

“Through projects like this, we’re taking another important step toward B.C.’s goal of leading
the world in sustainable environmental management,” said Krueger. “We are pleased to partner with
the federal government and the Thompson-Nicola Regional District to make this enhancement for area
residents.”

“Sewer upgrades and wastewater projects are important to the health and sustainability of this
community,” said TNRD chair Peter Milobar. “This particular upgrade will lift a boil-water advisory
and improve the water quality for more than 390 people.”

The total amount available from the CBCMRIF, with federal and provincial investment and
matching local government contribution in projects, is over $220 million.The majority of the funding is
targeted towards communities of fewer than 250,000 people and at least 60 per cent of the funding will
assist with “green projects” such as drinking water supply, treatment and distribution needs, as well as
wastewater and energy efficiency projects. The remaining funds will be dedicated to other projects like
tourism, recreation and other infrastructure.
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More details on the program are available through the Canada-British Columbia Municipal
Rural Infrastructure Fund website, at www.canadabcmrif.ca.
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